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troops of Turkey witii a savage cruelty which 1876.
was unknown to Europe at the time. Events
nearer than Bulgaria to the centre of power
engrossed for the moment the attention of the
diplomatic world. The Porte had lost control of
its subjects, and the Turkish Empire was out
of hand. The French and German Consuls at
Salonica were assassinated by a fanatical mob. May 5.
from whom they had rescued a Christian convert.
Both the countries concerned sent squadrons to the
place, and the representatives of the three Emperors
met at Berlin. There Prince Bismarck, Prince
Gortschakoff, and Count Andrassy drew up a
Memorandum to which they invited the assent of May ru
the other Great Powers. This document proposed The Berlin
to insist upon an armistice for two months, during raSm.
which care would be taken that refugees from
Bosnia and the Herzegovina should have an
opportunity of returning in safety to their homes.
Here began the divergence of Great Britain from
the main stream of European opinion. France
and Italy accepted the Berlin Memorandum.
Lord Odo Russell,1 British Ambassador at Berlin,
was informed by Lord Derby that " the Govern- May 19.
rnent declined to accept a plan, in the preparation
of which it had not been consulted, and which it
did not believe would succeed/' Five days later
the British fleet in the Mediterranean was ordered
tcf Besika Bay. The Berlin Memorandum does
little credit to the statesmanship of the three
Chancellors, and would not in any case have
restored tranquillity in the Balkans. But there
are many ways of rejecting a proposal, and Lord
Derby's implied complaint that the British Govern-
ment had not been consulted was ominous of

1 Mr. Odo Russell assumed the courtesy title of Lord Odo on the
succession of Ms brother Hastings to the Dukedom of Bedford. He
was afterwards created Lord Ampthill,